
4 Great Lakes —1 Great Tour 
DAY 1:  The tour begins with lunch at Angelo’s Northwoods Villa in Erie, MI, situated along the scenic 

shores of Lake Erie. Established in 1921, this venue was a notorious gambling spot during the Roaring 

Twenties. Today, the main dining room still sparkles with crystal chandeliers and a sea of tiny white 

lights. Guests can observe the unique concave brass ceiling, which once served as a lookout for armed 

guards monitoring illegal games below. 

DAY 2:  Travel north today to Bay City, located on the Saginaw Bay of Lake Huron. There, travelers 

explore the USS Edson, a highly decorated destroyer recognized for its meritorious service in the 

Western Pacific and the Gulf of Tonkin.  Accommodations for the evening are provided at the Thunder 

Bay Resort. 

DAY 3:  The morning begins aboard a glass-bottom boat to explore the Thunder Bay National Marine 

Sanctuary. Large viewing wells allow travelers to "dive" the crystal-clear waters of Lake Huron to view 

magnificently preserved shipwrecks without getting wet.  This is followed by a visit to the Great Lakes 

Maritime Heritage Center.  In the afternoon, continue to the Presque Isle Lighthouses.  Explore the 

historic grounds and all of the lighthouses, including the "New Presque Isle Light"—the tallest 

lighthouse tower on the Great Lakes accessible to the public.  This evening board a horse-drawn 

carriage for a journey through the Thunder Bay Resort woods to view the elk. The ride concludes at 

the Elk Antler Log Cabin, where a gourmet dinner is prepared over antique wood-burning stoves.  

Throughout the meal,  enjoy sampling wines from a local winery.  

DAY 4:  This morning, depart for Mackinaw City, arriving at the point where Lake Michigan and Lake 

Huron converge at the Straits of Mackinac. In Mackinaw City, meet a local guide for a crossing of the 

Mighty Mac, a historic structure that once reigned as the longest suspension bridge in the world.  

Upon reaching the northern side, board a ferry for the crossing to Mackinac Island where a horse-

drawn taxi conveys the group to the historic Grand Hotel for the Grand Buffet .  This afternoon, the 

group boards a horse-drawn carriage for a tour of the Island. For those familiar with the film 

Somewhere in Time, this carriage ride offers a firsthand look at the island's most picturesque and 

nostalgic settings. The day concludes with a relaxing evening, as tonight’s accommodations are on the 

island. 

DAY 5:  The morning is free to discover the unique atmosphere of Mackinac Island.  Wander down 

Main Street to explore the local shops and sample the island’s world-famous fudge.  This afternoon, 

depart the island and continue to Sault Ste. Marie.  Upon arrival, board a boat to navigate the Soo 

Locks, passing alongside massive lake freighters. The excursion provides the firsthand experience of 

"locking through" the water level changes between Lake Huron and Lake Superior. 

DAY 6:  This morning, visit the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum at Whitefish Point. Explore the historic 

Light Station, the oldest operating lighthouse on Lake Superior.  A centerpiece of the museum is the 

memorial bell from the famous steamer Edmund Fitzgerald.  The journey then returns to the Lower 

Peninsula for a stop at the National Shrine of the Cross in the Woods. This site features the world’s 

largest wooden crucifix, carved from a single redwood tree.  The day ends in Petoskey with dinner at 

The Perry Hotel. Guests can enjoy the historic lobby and—with nature’s cooperation—witness the 

"Million Dollar Sunset" made famous by Ernest Hemingway. 

DAY 7:  This morning, explore the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, a site once voted “The 

Most Beautiful Place in America” for its spectacular world-class vistas.  The tour then continues to 

Muskegon for a unique dinner aboard the USS LST 393. This historic Landing Ship Tank is a veteran of 

the D-Day invasion and now serves as a museum honoring all 20th-century veterans. During the meal, 

a speaker will share the ship's history and answer questions regarding its service. 

DAY 8:  The tour concludes at the Silver Beach Carousel, where forty-eight unique figures—including 

horses, tigers, pandas, and clownfish—whirl beneath a canopy of a thousand twinkling lights.  Choose 

a favorite hand-carved animal for a ride accompanied by the nostalgic sounds of the band organ. 

Following this final stop, depart for home. 

For more information contact Susan Hatcher with Thunder Bay Resort 

248-672-3813                 TourFriendlyProperties@gmail.com 


