
From 

Coast to Coast 

in Michigan 

DAY 1:  Arrive Soaring Eagle Casino and settle in and relax. You can unwind in the 2,400-

square-foot "free form" pool—featuring underwater music and half a million Italian glass 

tiles—or head to the casino floor to try your luck. Your stay currently includes a $20 food 

voucher and $30 in free play to get you started. 

DAY 2:  Begin your morning at the Ziibwing Cultural Center, exploring the history and 

Seven Prophecies of the Anishinabek people. Next, tour the historic Castle Farms to see its 

transformation from a 1918 dairy farm to a premier art and music venue. You’ll also 

discover Charlevoix’s famous "mushroom houses"—unique stone cottages designed by 

Earl Young. The day concludes in Petoskey with dinner at the historic Stafford’s Perry 

Hotel, where—weather permitting—you can enjoy one of Hemingway’s "Million Dollar 

Sunsets" over Lake Michigan. 

DAY 3:  This morning, depart for Mackinaw City, where Lake Michigan and Lake Huron 

meet at the Straits of Mackinac. Here, you will meet your guide for a fascinating journey 

across the "Mighty Mac," once the longest suspension bridge in the world. As you cross, 

your guide will share captivating local history and dramatic, firsthand accounts of events 

that have unfolded on this massive structure over the years.  Upon arriving at Mackinac 

Island, step back in time as you board a horse-drawn taxi bound for the legendary Grand 

Hotel. You will be treated to the hotel’s world-famous luncheon buffet, an opulent dining 

tradition at this historic resort which has overlooked the Straits for over 135 years. This 

afternoon, continue your exploration by horse-drawn carriage for a tour of the 

picturesque island. Fans of the classic film Somewhere in Time will find the scenery 

particularly enchanting, as many locations offer a sense of déjà vu. Your day concludes 

with the unique experience of an overnight stay right on the island. 

DAY 4:  Enjoy a free morning on Mackinac Island to browse the unique shops on Main 

Street and sample the famous local fudge. This afternoon, travel along the Lake Huron 

coast to 40 Mile Point Lighthouse, where you can walk the "Shipwreck Trail" to see the 

beachside remains of the steamer Joseph S. Fay.  Tonight, settle into Thunder Bay Resort 

before boarding a horse-drawn carriage for a ride through the woods to view the elk. Your 

evening concludes with a gourmet dinner in the Elk Antler Log Cabin, featuring a meal 

prepared on antique wood cook stoves and a selection of wines from nearby wineries. 

DAY 5:  This morning, set out to explore the depths of Lake Huron aboard a glass-bottom 

boat for a tour of the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Through large viewing wells 

and crystal-clear waters, you can "dive" among magnificently preserved shipwrecks and 

admire the scenic shorelines of Thunder Bay without ever getting wet. As you cruise, you 

will hear exciting tales of famous ships alongside the fascinating legends and lore of the 

Great Lakes. Following the excursion, visit the Thunder Bay Maritime Heritage Center to 

experience the "Shipwreck Century," where you can feel the fury of a Lake Huron storm 

aboard a realistic 19th-century schooner.  In the afternoon, continue south to West 

Branch, Michigan, for a visit to the Silver Lining Boutique and the Modern Craft Winery 

tasting room. Modern Craft utilizes a unique winemaking process that melds modern 

technology with old-world techniques to create wines that are exceptionally smooth and 

balanced. The day concludes with a scenic drive to Frankenmuth, Michigan, where you 

will settle in for your overnight accommodations. 

For more information contact Susan Hatcher with Thunder Bay Resort 

248-672-3813                 TourFriendlyProperties@gmail.com 


