
A Castle  
and 

Carriages 

DAY 1:  The tour begins at the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. This 
destination offers a blend of high-energy excitement and deep 
relaxation. Guests may find sanctuary in the 2,400-square-foot “free-
form” pool, a space defined by its half-million Italian glass tiles and 
immersive underwater acoustics. For those seeking a different thrill, 
the casino floor beckons. The current Casino Package provides $20 in 
food vouchers and $30 in free play to kickstart the visit. 

DAY 2: This morning marks the departure for Michigan’s western 
shores, leading to the historic Castle Farms. Established in 1918 by 
Albert Loeb, this estate serves as a living timeline of Northern 
Michigan, having transitioned from a model farm to an artists’ colony 
and a legendary concert stage. Its breathtaking gardens provide the 
backdrop for an included lunch before the tour proceeds to 
Charlevoix. 

In Charlevoix, the focus shifts to the "Mushroom Houses" of Earl 
Young. These native stone dwellings, constructed between 1921 and 
the 1950s, feature undulating cedar roofs that evoke the charm of a 
fantasy village. 

The route then leads to Mackinaw City for a crossing of the Mighty 
Mac. This transit includes expert narration detailing the lives of the 
ironworkers who constructed the massive suspension bridge. Upon 
reaching the northern side, a ferry carries guests to Mackinac Island, 
a place where time stands still. Here, the absence of motor vehicles 
and the presence of horse-drawn transport create an atmosphere of 
eras long past. 

DAY 3: The day opens with a horse-drawn carriage tour of Mackinac 
Island, a scenic route that often triggers a sense of déjà vu for fans of 
the film Somewhere in Time. The afternoon allows for independent 
exploration of the island’s boutiques and a taste of its world-
renowned fudge. 

The evening transition leads to Thunder Bay Resort. This family-run 
establishment provides the quintessential "Up North" atmosphere. 
The highlight of the stay is a horse draw carriage ride over the 
Thunder Bay River and through the woods, offering views of the el 
preserve’s magnificent elk. The destination is the Elk Antler Log 
Cabin, where a gourmet meal is prepared on twin antique wood 
cookstoves. This culinary experience is complemented by a tasting of 
regional wines. 

DAY 4:  The final morning is reserved for departure as the tour 
concludes and the journey home begins. 

For more information contact: 

Susan with Tour Friendly Properties at 248-672-3813 

Kris with Desitination Detroit at  


